Aussie Uke Corner

G’day,

At the end of April, Sydney hosted its second Ukulele Land concert at The Harp Irish pub in Tempe and I’m pleased to say it was a massive success.

Uke fans from all over the country converged on the Harbour City and were treated to more than three hours of fantastic music.

Emcee Mic Conway did a great job and his National Junk Band (www.nationaljunkband.com) was a real highlight. Azo Bell was in fine form as always and I was particularly proud to see a group of my former students perform on stage for the first time.
Read on for my interview with Ukulele Land founder Rose “Turtle” Ertler...

Mahalo,

Cameron Murray

10 Questions With Rose “Turtle” Ertler (aka The Elektrik Ukulele Lady)

1. When did you start playing the uke?

“I cast aside my guitars and keyboard in 2000 when I discovered how amazing the ukulele sounded plugged into a multiFX guitar pedal. I was instantly convinced that this is all I need to play from now on.”

2. Why did you start Ukulele Land?

“I'd been emailing a few ukulele players in the USA, especially Bill Robertson Preston who directed Rock That Uke and I noticed there really seemed to be a ukulele network over there. I knew I wasn't the only ukulele enthusiast strumming in my bedroom in Australia and I was curious to see if some sort of ukulele community could be established in this country. I actually organised a small Ukulele Land in Melbourne a few months before the first Sydney one. There were only about ten people in the audience, so it was a bit dismal but I got the idea of the mood that a line-up of just ukulele acts created and I really loved its ‘heavenliness’.”

3. Most memorable uke experience?
“Probably the first live performance MUK (Melbourne Ukulele Kollective) ever played last year. My sister and a friend were sitting up front in the audience and they suddenly started laughing when we began playing the first song. Later they said the sound was just overwhelmingly beautiful. There were about 45 uke players and the whole concert was so joyful. Everyone in the room wore their biggest smiles. That was a special moment.”

4. What's the best thing about the ukulele?
“Well, apart from the practical thing of not having to lug lots of equipment to gigs, I think the thing I like best about the ukulele is its register. The highness of the strings makes for a much more endearing sound than other stringed instruments.”

5. What sort of uke do you play?
“I've got a few. For my solo concerts when I plug into FX, I use a Samick. It's quite a heavily built uke and almost feels like a guitar. It doesn’t sound great acoustically but is good with distortion and other FX. For practising at home and playing acoustically in the MUK ukulele band, I play a beautiful old Gretsch I bought from Azo Bell a few months ago. He restored it and it’s really delicate and very responsive and has a super-thin neck. I've also got a Bruko that I don’t really love the tone of but is good because it's not too precious and I can throw it around a bit. I also have an old brandless banjo-uke my sister got at a market for $40 that doesn’t sound great but looks fantastic!”

6. Favourite song to perform?

“Probably always the newest one I've written.”

7. What do you think the future holds for the Aussie uke scene?

“I guess there is somehow a united ukulele thing slowly happening. There seems to be people organising little ukulele events in different parts of the country. This year the ukulele was the featured instrument at the Port Fairy Folk Festival in Victoria. Harris Smart organized a mini-festival of the uke in a little NSW town called Uki and since its inception one year ago MUK (Melbourne Ukulele Kollective) has an ever-growing list of members. And then there's SSCUM in Sutherland, Sydney, who meet regularly and the formation of the Australian Ukulele Society earlier in the year. So there’s a lot happening, really. I guess it will just continue getting bigger and hopefully there'll be more connection between the cities.”

8. Favourite colour and why?

“Blue. Don’t know why, always has been.”

9. Favourite animal and why?

“My new dog I'm about to choose from the dog pound next week.”

10. Favourite movie and why?

“The Cars That Ate Paris. I've always loved it for its weird Australian humour and even more so since I visited Sofala – where they filmed it – a few years ago. I got to see it on the big screen a couple of weeks ago and was reminded of how much I liked it.”
Calendar Of Events

2005

Saturday, September 10: Beginner’s Ukulele Course @ St George And Sutherland Community College, Sydney. For details, go to www.sgscc.nsw.edu.au.
