G'day,

In the last edition of AUC (sorry it's been so long!), I promised I'd feature some ukes from my collection, starting with a nice little C.F. Martin O.

The first uke I ever owned (and still own) was an excellent Japanese copy of Martin's "O" model, so naturally I wanted to get my hands on the real thing.
As such fine instruments are extremely hard to come by in Australia, I decided to look online and was delighted to find one not on eBay, but at www.andyeastwood.com.
Andy Eastwood's a British uke player in the mould of legendary Lancashire lad George Formby and the "Ukulele Market" section of his site's a fantastic place to find rare banjo-ukuleles and the occasional vintage regular uke.

Before I go any further, a little history on the Martin O…
The instrument was first listed in the Pennsylvania-based guitar company's 1923 catalogue. Its construction was of plain mahogany with a natural finish, hardwood fingerboard and hardwood friction pegs. In 1927, a rosewood fingerboard was added, along with an ebony nut and bridge saddle and nickel patent pegs.
My Martin O, which was apparently used in a few recordings by its previous owner, arrived safely in Sydney from London and dates back to the early 1950s.
As you can see, it's in great condition apart from a couple of cracks in the varnish and is superbly protected by its English-made Savage And Hoy case.
Picking it up, the first thing you notice is how incredibly light it is. The top of the uke's far thinner than on most modern instruments and it's not difficult to understand why so many makers have paid it the ultimate compliment by copying the shape.

The sound is also amazing - loud and clear. As a lot of players will tell you, the better the uke, the better you'll sound as every nuance is amplified by a quality instrument.

Mahalo,

Cameron

